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                   Strategies to Develop Sight Vocabulary
 DAILY REINFORCEMENT AND OVERLEARNING USING A VARIETY OF 
MULTI-SENSORY ACTIVITIES
A sight vocabulary is a store of words that a pupil can identify automatically or by sight without a need to decode. 

The aim is to help pupils develop a store of words they know by sight to develop fluent and efficient reading and writing.
Learning sight words is fundamental for all emergent readers.

When readers can recognise and write words immediately, they are free to concentrate on meaning.

Early Readers
Early readers need first to have the concept of a word i.e. the concept of word is the ability to match spoken words to written words while reading connected text. 
· Pupils need to be aware of where one word ends and another begins.

· Pupils need to be aware of ‘spaces’ between words i.e ‘the white space’.

· Pupils need to be able to identify word and word boundaries.

Activities to develop word concept
· Finger pointing, tracking familiar or memorised texts.
Repetitive and predictable nursery rhymes or jingles using multiple texts at the appropriate level to provide opportunities for pupils to practice tracking in real books.

· Sentence strips. 

Read sentence to pupil in its entirety.

Cut sentences into single words (word boundaries).

Discuss how many words in the sentence.
Rebuild sentence in correct word sequence by copying from original sentence in book, or put words in word packets and place on top of original sentence words.

Read rebuilt sentence.

Write sentence if this is appropriate.

· Make a sentence and change one word at a time by putting in a new card.
· Read booklet and have a ‘go’ at guessing a new word by reading on to the end of the sentence. Discuss sentence.
· Introduce new ‘key words’.

· Read simple duplicated booklets at home. 

· Make own books.

· Together read simple and familiar books often for pleasure and enjoyment.
· Practice is the key to support and develop sight vocabulary.

MULTI-SENSORY ACTIVITIES TO DEVELOP SIGHT VOCABULARY 

· Letter/word matching
· Snap/pelmanism/bingo/lotto
· Flashcard games/ ICT Key word games for computer, I pad, I pod
· Word wall/word lists/word mats/topic word lists. Displayed in class and home.
· Colouring/painting words/making words using wooden/magnetic letters

· Picture/word matching

· Tracking activities
· Choral and echo reading. Provide text to track as they vocalise the words.
· Predictable texts/rhymes/jingles/poems
· Make a sentence and turn over a card, guess the missing word

· Word detectives, ‘hunt’ for learned words in familiar text. Share and group activities.
· Wordsearches/ word puzzles
· Action word/phrase card

· Filling in missing words and missing letters
· Small amounts of key words to be introduced initially as pupil might not cope with learning more than 2 or 3 words at a time

· 3 key words written in large letters on different coloured card stuck on desk-linked to flashcards-linked to reading book and other relevant ideas
· Words can be stuck on fridge/cupboards at home

· Paired and shared reading activities

· Taped reading material/ listening books
For resources and materials see Learning Materials Ltd, Easy Learn, LDA.
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ICT - Sight Word List-Learn to Read Flash Cards and Games

ICT - Sight Words Learning Game-Dolch Sight Word Kids Game
