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    Support Teachers (SpLD) Top Tips For Reading 
Beginning Readers
· Let the child pick a book, magazine or comic, or select a book that is easy for him/her.

· Read with the child in short bursts. Reading is exhausting for beginning readers.
· Encourage the child to read new words by blending (sounding out and pushing the sounds together).

· Give the child a break, with you reading every other sentence or paragraph aloud.

· Read aloud to your child regularly. Read books that are age appropriate and not always at reading level.

· Every once in a while, stop and talk about what you have read, and about what may happen next in the story. 

· Discuss story, characters and illustrations.
· Explain new words.
· Be patient and give lots of praise and encouragement.                                     
 Older Readers

As above or use reading book for homework.

· When the child gets stuck on a word, don’t let frustration build up with him/her having to figure out the word; blend the sounds at the beginning of the word yourself.  If the child is having trouble with the  word ‘clip’, say cli, not cuh, luh, i.
· If the child has omitted sounds or inserted sounds into a word, point out where this has happened and let the child attempt to self-correct.
· Read each sentence for the child after he/she has decoded it to help with meaning.
· When reading aloud becomes boring or frustrating, stop.
· Include plenty of silent reading in the session.
· If the child gets stuck on a word or sound when reading silently, simply say the word /sound aloud for him/her, and don’t ask, “What do you think it says?” This is particularly important when learning high frequency words.

· Don’t let reading become a chore.
· If you find that the session is not a pleasure for both of you, take a break and start again with easier material.
· Discuss story, characters and illustrations. Ask for opinions, likes and dislikes.
· Discuss new vocabulary and any target phonemes.
· Practise target phonemes using a variety of activities: recognising, blending, segmenting, reading and sorting words.
· Be patient and give lots of praise and encouragement.
                                                                       Acknowledgement from Lee Pascal                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                           Glossary of terms
blending:  Saying the sounds in a word and pushing them together into a recognizable word.

decoding:  Reading-working out the letter sounds and pushing them together (blending them together) to say the word.
segmenting: Separating sounds in a word

phoneme: The sound the letter or group of letters represent.
grapheme: A letter or group of letters that represent a sound. 

high frequency words: High frequency words are common words some have complex spellings e.g ‘said’. 

