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	Area assessed
	Activity
	Over learning activities

	Counting Words
Ask pupil(s) to count the words in an orally delivered sentence. 

e.g. I can jump. (3)
	1. John has a car.  (4)   ____
2. I fell.(2)   ____
3. I like to go to town. (6)  ____
4. David likes football.  (3) ____
5. Some animals live in the desert. (6) ____
6. People like to eat many different kinds of food. (9) ____

	Practise counting the number of words in orally delivered sentences.  Sentences can be taken from reading book topic work, children’s own sentences.
Example:

http://www.freereading.net/index.php?title=Counting_words_in_a_sentence


	Blending Syllables
Ask pupil(s) to blend syllables delivered orally.  Speak using a robot voice with 1 second delay between each syllable. Pupil says word in a normal voice.
e.g. com-put-er :  computer
	 1. croc-o-dile         crocodile   ___________
 2. ig-loo                 igloo          ___________
 3. hel-i-cop-ter      helicopter   ___________
 4. as-tro-naut        astronaut    ___________
 5. re-frig-er-a-tor   refrigerator ___________
 6. con-tain-er        container    ___________

	Practise orally blending words from syllables. ‘Robot voice’



	Segmenting Syllables
Ask pupil(s) to say and count the syllables in an orally delivered word. 
e.g. spider:   spi – der (2)
	1. Start with pupil’s name ____
 2. towel (2)   ____
 3.escalator (4)  ____
 4. wrist (1)  ____
 5. feather  (2) ____
 6. valentine (3) ____
	Practise orally splitting words into syllables.  

A syllable is where the sound of a vowel (a,e,i,o,u) is created when pronouncing a word.

The number of times you hear a vowel sound is equal to the number of syllables a word has. 

Putting your hand under your chin allows you to ‘feel’ the vowel.  


	Area assessed
	Activity
	Over learning activities

	Rhyme Identification
Ask pupil(s) to identify and say the two words that rhyme.

e.g. top, hop, hip:  top, hop

	 1. cat, bin, hat   (cat, hat)  ___________
 2. spot, dot, dig   (spot, dot) ___________
 3. stand, stage, page(stage, page) ___________
	Nursery rhymes, poems, games to reinforce rhyme.  Rime is the last syllable of a word.


	Rhyme Generation
Ask pupil(s) to provide orally more words that rhyme.
e.g. hat, sat: mat
	 1. bell, shell (1 more word) ______
 2. bin, tin (2 more words) ______, ______
 3. sore (3 more words) ______, ______, ______
 4. cake, bake (as many as they can in 30 sec)  ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______,  ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______, ______

	Games, challenges that allow the child to generate words that rhyme.


	Position of Sound
Ask pupil(s) to identify where they hear a specific sound in an orally delivered word. 
Only need beginning, middle or end.  Mark response under B, M, or E.
e.g. Where do you hear the /t/ in top? B
Where do you hear the /t/ in bat? E
Where do you hear the /t/ in cattle? M
	                                         B             M          E

1. /m/   in mask (B)   

2. /m/  in  pram (E)  
3. /m/  in number (M)  
4. /n/ in   winter(M)  
5. /p/  in  spot (M)  
6. /v/ in  give (E)  
	Practise identifying where hear a specific sound in an orally delivered word.

Any errors, especially with middle and end, will require over learning to secure the ability to isolate the sounds in a word. 


	Sound Blending
Ask pupil(s) to blend sounds delivered orally.  Speak using a robot voice with 1 second delay between each sound. Pupil says word in a normal voice.

e.g. c-u-p:  cup
       s-ay:   say

	 1. m-a-t  ___________
 2. m-oo-n  ___________
 3. s-l-ee-p ___________
 4. u-n-d-e-r  ___________
 5. d-e-n-t-i-s-t  ___________
 6. s-t-r-aigh-t ___________

	Practise orally blending sounds into words.



	Area assessed
	Activity
	Over learning activities

	Sound Segmentation
Ask pupil(s) to say each sound they hear in an orally delivered word.
e.g. pot:   p-o-t (3)    
       ship: sh-i-p (3)    
	 1. hat (3) ___________
 2. hand  (4) ___________
 3. day  (2) ___________
 4. still (4) ___________
 5. stripe (5) ___________
 6. pillow (4) ___________

	Orally practise splitting words into sounds.  It may help to push counters into Elkonin boxes as they say each sound.



	Sound/Syllable Deletion
Ask pupil(s) to say the word missing out the syllable or sound.
e.g. say handle without /h/   andle
       say carpet without pet:  car

	 1. carpark without car   (park) ___________
 2. hospital without al     (hospit) ___________
 3. window without dow  (win) ___________
 4. tan without /t/   (an) ___________
 5. band without /d/ (ban) ___________
 6. spot without the /p/  (sot) ___________

	Practise sound syllable deletion using both syllables and phonemes.

	Sound Substitution
Ask pupil(s) to give the new word by changing the sound.
e.g. fun; change the /f/ to /s/   sun
       rib; change the /i/ to /o/    rob
	 1. mat change the /m/ to /b/  (bat) ________
 2. car change the /r/ to /t/ (cat) ___________

 3. dog change the /o/ to /i/ (dig) __________

 4. ring change the /r/ to /st/ (sting) _________

 5. sheet change the /ee/ to/oo/ (shoot) ______

 6. sing change the /i/ to /o/ (song) _________
	Practise substituting different sounds in a word with other sounds.

	Sound Transposition*
Ask pupil(s) to give new words by swapping the initial sound of each word.  Use child’s name if appropriate.
e.g. Tom Jones:      Jom Tones
       window box:     bindow wox 


	 1. red box   (bed rox
 2. bad rat    (rad bat)
 3. Ted Walker   (Wed Talker)
 4. long jump    (jong lump)
 5. King David  (Ding Kavid)
 6. sand castle  (cand sastle)
	Practise transposing sounds from the beginning of words.

*Although this stage of phonological awareness may never be reached by some pupils, they should still be able to acquire literacy skills.  
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Name/Stage:______________________________________           Date _________________





Phonological Awareness








This assessment focuses on early stages of phonological awareness before letters and words are introduced. However, it can be used with any learner to highlight gaps in their phonological development.  This assessment is purely oral.


A structured approach to the teaching of these stages of phonological awareness is necessary in order for sustained and transferable progress to be made.
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